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H
IS

T
O

R
Y

O
F

"N
A

P
P

A
M

E
R

R
IE

"
T

H
E

'D
IG

T
R

E
E

'

A
.C

.
G

regory
w

as
one

of
the

first
know

n
E

uropeans
to

pass
through

the
N

appa
T

he
B

urke
and

W
ills

'D
ig

T
ree'

is
one

of
A

ustralia's
national

icons
and

an

M
errie

area
in

search
of

the
lost

Leichardt
expedition

and
consequently

traced
enduring

rem
inder

of
our

pioneering
spirit.

S
tanbroke

is
proud

to
officially

the
entire

course
of

C
ooper

C
reek

from
S

treziecki
C

reek
in

the
south

to
the

m
anage

the
site

on
behalf

of
the

R
oyal

H
istorical

S
ociety

of
Q

ueensland.
T

hom
son

and
B

arcoo
R

ivers.
"N

appa
M

errie"
station

w
as

first
settled

by
John

Located
on

the
N

orthern
bank

of
C

oopers
C

reek
the

'D
ig

T
ree'

is
a

C
oolibah

C
onrick

in
1873.

C
onrick

w
as

an
overlander

in
his

earlier
years

and
later

an
(E

ucalyptus
m

icrotha).
It

is
believed

that
the

tree
is

200-250
years

old.
established

pastoralist.
O

nly
ten

years
after

B
urke

and
W

ills
traveled

through
B

efore
the

base
cam

p
party

deserted
the

depot
(stockade

D
epot

C
am

p
65),

only
the

region,
John

C
onnck

and
his

five
com

panions,
w

ho
w

ere
all

under
the

age
hours

before
B

urke
and

W
ills

did
return

from
the

G
ulf,

they
had

buried
som

e
of

21,
drove

over
a

thousand
head

of
cattle

from
W

arrnam
bool

(V
ictoria)

and
provisions

in
the

rem
ote

chance
of

B
urke

and
W

ills
return

and
instructions

to
dig

took
up

the
original

"N
appa

M
errie"

holding.

w
ere

carved
into

the
trunk

of
the

tree.
T

he
three

blazes
on

the
dig

tree
w

ere:

T
he

early
history

of
"N

appa
M

errie"
w

as
dom

inated
by

sheep
(1892-1937),

w
ith

B
LX

V
T

runk,
creek

side

the
rem

nants
of

the
old

w
ool

scour
near

the
hom

estead
site.

S
om

e
of

the
old

D
ig

3F
T

N
W

T
runk,

land
side

sheep
fences

still
occur

through
the

landscape.
P

rior
to

1945,
cattle

grazing
D

ec
6

60
A

pril
21

61
Lim

b
upstream

w
as

largely
confined

to
the

channels
and

lake
system

s
w

hich
are

a
feature

of
T

hese
B

lazes
have

now
been

covered
to

help
preserve

the
tree.

B
urke's

face
the

property.
In

1945,
perm

anent
bores

began
to

be
established

aw
ay

from
the

w
as

carved
into

another
tree

(the
'F

ace
T

ree')
about

30m
dow

nstream
of

the
channel

system
s

and
this

opened
up

large
areas

for
livestock

grazing.
'D

ig
T

ree'
by

John
D

ick
in

1898
and

is
still

clearly
visible.

A
part

from
the

boardw
alk

structure
built

around
the

tree
to

help
protect

it,
the

site
as

you
view

it

N
appa

M
errie

is
ow

ned
by

S
antos,

and
is

currently
leased

to
K

idm
an

&
C

o.
T

he
now

is
as

B
urke

and
W

ills
and

com
panions

w
ould

have
view

ed
it

nearly
150

S
tation

runs
up

to
15,000

head
of

cattle
on

an
area

of
740,600ha

years
ago.

B
U

R
K

E
A

N
D

W
ILLS

M
A

N
A

G
E

M
E

N
T

F
E

E

In
1860,

the
governm

ent
of

V
ictoria,

then
A

ustralia's
richest

S
tate,

decided
to

A
'D

ig
T

ree'
A

dvisory
B

oard
has

been
established

com
prising

the
D

epartm
ent

of

sponsor
a

lavish
expedition

to
m

ake
the

first
south-nodh

crossing
of

the
N

atural
R

esources,
D

epartm
ent

of
E

nvironm
ent.

B
ulloo

S
hire

C
ouncil,

S
antos

continent
to

the
G

ulf
of

C
arpentaria.

E
ighteen

m
en,

tw
enty

cam
els,

and
over

and
the

R
oyal

H
istorical

S
ociety

of
Q

ueensland,
w

hose
role

is
to

oversee
the

tw
enty

tons
of

provisions
started

out
from

M
elbourne

in
A

ugust
on

their
ill-fated

m
anagem

ent
of

the
T

ree
and

its
surrounds.

trip
led

by
R

obert
O

'H
ara

B
urke

and
W

illiam
John

W
ills.

T
o

assist
m

aintain
and

im
prove

facilities,
develop

and
protect

the
site

for
the

T
he

party
reached

C
ooper

C
reek

by
D

ecem
ber

and
having

built
a

stockade,
enjoym

ent
of

present
and

future
generations

a
sm

all
m

anagem
ent

fee
w

ill
apply

B
urke

and
W

ills
started

north,
along

w
ith

G
rey

and
K

ing,
w

ith
four

m
en

to
visitors

w
ishing

to
access

the
'D

ig
T

ree'
site.

A
n

entry
fee

of
$11

per
vehicle,

rem
aining

at
the

S
tockade

cam
p.

T
hey

follow
ed

the
C

orella
R

iver
into

the
G

ulf
or

$33
per

bus
w

ill
be

collected.
P

lease
note

that
the

S
A

D
esert

P
arks

P
ass

and
found

vast
salt

m
arshes

lay
betw

een
them

and
the

sea.
D

isappointed
they

does
not

cover
the

'D
ig

T
ree'

S
ite

M
anagem

ent
F

ee.
C

am
ping

is
perm

itted
at

left
the

N
orm

anton
area

in
F

ebruary
1861

and
headed

back
south.

T
heir

the
site

anyw
here

w
ithin

the
fenced

area
around

the
'D

ig
T

ree'.
B

asic
bush

progress
w

as
slow

ed
by

the
w

et
season

and
food

w
as

running
out.

O
n

the
cam

ping
facilities

are
provided

including
firew

ood.
evening

of
A

pril
21,

they
staggered

into
the

S
tockade

cam
p,

w
hich

had
been

F
ishing

is
perm

itted
at

the
site

w
ith

a
good

supply
of

Y
ellow

belly
in

C
ooper

decam
ped

only
that

m
orning.

T
hey

tried
to

w
alk

south
and

reached
the

C
reek

(lim
its

apply).
N

ative
flora

and
fauna

is
abundant

and
there

are
Innam

incka
area

w
here

they
w

ere
fed

by
aboriginals,

but
by

S
eptem

ber
w

hen
a

opportunities
for

bird
w

atching
along

the
creek.

rescue
party

had
tracked

them
dow

n,
only

K
ing

w
as

still
alive.

B
urke's

grave

m
ay

be
seen

further
dow

nstream
near

innam
incka.

S
hooting

is
strict/v

prohibited.
P

lease
feel

free
to

contact
the

R
anger

on

07
4655

4323
or

U
H

F
1

(O
ne)

for
m

ore
inform

ation
or

assistance.


